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Area resident starts up 
“519 Culture”aiming to 

support local businesses
By Ron Giofu

A local resident has started 
her own business hoping to 
assist other small businesses.

Serena Koehl has created “519 
Culture,” which is described 
on her website as “a local 
subscription box full of amazing 
goods made right here in the 
519! If you were born here, just 
moved, went to school or have 
visited, you’ll love opening your 
519Culture box!”

Koehl said it is an online 
business with specialized 

seasonal boxes feature gifts and 
products from various local 
small businesses in the Windsor-
Essex County area.

“The point is to help small 
businesses grow, show the 
power of marketing and the 
power of getting into people’s 
homes,” she said. 

519 Culture is also aimed 
at letting people in the region 
know exactly what is available 
in the Windsor-Essex County 
area and it specializes in such 
things as health, food and 
entertainment products. Koehl 
said she modeled it after the 

Welcome Wagon and believes 
“there was an obvious need” for 
another service like that in the 
area. She added she has used 
Welcome Wagon and while it 
provided helpful gift certificates 
and things like that, 519 Culture 
offers actual gifts and products 
in its subscription boxes.

“Right now we’re doing 
lifestyle boxes in Windsor-
Essex,” she said. “It’s 
gender-neutral.”

Koehl added “there’s a lot of 
opportunities for growth” and 
envisions working with more 
businesses around the area.

“It’s a cool way of getting 
people excited about shopping 
local and gifting local,” she 
stated.

Boxes hold up to five to eight 
items, Koehl added, and that the 
products vary from the different 
participating businesses.

“No box is going to be the 
same,” she stated.

Not only is Koehl building a 
business, she added she is also 
building a sense of community 
even amongst the businesses 
themselves that are involved 
with 519 Culture.

“It’s also about the background 
community we’ve built with the 
businesses as well,” she said.

Koehl pointed out they hope 
to get bigger and better as time 
goes on. She said the hope is to 
also work with various charities 
in the area and instead of 
people recycling their box after 
it arrives, they can turn around 
and use it to store donated items 
that will be given back to the 
community.

The current Christmas 
boxes are $45 each, she added, 
however she pointed out they 
have an approximate value of 
$75.

For more information about 
Koehl and her new business, 
please visit www.519culture.ca. 

A look what is inside a 519 Culture box is displayed here. Area resident Serena Koehl 
has started the business to promote other local small businesses in Essex County.    
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Serena Koehl shows what is inside of a 519 Culture subscription box. More 
information on her new business can be found by going to www.519culture.ca.  
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